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SELECTMEN'S   EEPORT 


Orders  drawn  after  settlement  with  Auditors  March  1,  1872: 


HIGHWAYS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Mar.       4,  David  Cross,    Esq.,    counsel   for    town    on 
Jones  road  1870  and  1871     .         . 
8,  Chas.  Cheney,  labor  on  road  in  district  No. 

8,  1871 , 

11,  S.  W.  Whipple,  working  non-resident  tax, 

1871 

"   C.  C.  Beard,  land  damage  musterfield  road 

1871 

21,  D.  K.  Richards,  labor  on  road  1871    . 
Aug.    26,  Green  &  Johnson,  plank  for  bridge  1871 

3,  Samuel  Hodgman,  labor  on  road      .    . 
Sept.    16,  D.  S.  Elliott,  "  " 

Willis  Worthley,     "  " 

Gilman  Morse,         "  •' 

Chas.  E.  Pollard,     ;< 
S.  J.  Wells,  "  " 

Gilman  R.  Farley,  "  "  and  Black 

Brook  Bridge 
David  Wells,  labor  on  road  and  lumber  for 

bridge  .         .         , 

Benj.  Dow,  labor  on  road 
B.  F.  Harriman,  " 

James  Ferson,       ■"       " 
J.  G.  Carr,  "  ■     "       . 

W.  S.  Whipple,    «       «       . 
Thomas  Colby,      "       « 
L.  G.  Merrill,         "       "       . 


$70  00 

23  25 

4  50 

45  00 

53  00 

16  33 

3  20 

3  65 

7  50 

4  84 
16  70 
16  00 

68  70 

48  00 
25  00 

24  71 

5  10 
2  26 

27  37 

8  00 
4  50 


Sept. 


Mar. 


16,  H.  J.  Tirrell,  labor  on  road 

$50  00 

E.  Jones,                "       " 

8  00 

S.  Stratton,            "       "          on  Pierce  Hill 

100  09 

W.  S.  Whipple,     "       "•      . 

7  50 

Warren  Harriman,        "  .    . 

10  00 

Samuel  Richards           "     *  1872  and  1873 

27  05 

J.  W.  Tirrell,  water  tub  April  1,  1873 

3  00 

F.  0.  Colby,  labor  on  highway 

30  00 

D.  G.  Person,  labor  on  road  1870 

50 

L.  G.  Merrill,  labor  on  road     " 

1  22 

1,  Thomas  Stevens,  labor  on  road  and  snow- 

ing bridge             ..... 

27  00 

H.  J.  Tirrell,  water  tub  1872,  breaking  roads 

Feb.  24 

23  00 

Samuel  Dow,  labor  on  road 

22  50 

Philip  Mitchell  «•<-*«•            ... 

29  42 

0.  G.  Farley,      "     "       "            ... 

15  00 

SUPPORT  OF  THE  POOR. 

Rodney  Tirrell,  wood  for  Sims  S.  Colby  ...  $12  00 
Alfred  Poor,  "  "  "...  25  50 
Stephen  Lancaster,  house  rent  for  S.  S.  Colby  .  .  30  00 
E.  R.  Poor,  provisions  for  S.  S.  Colby  .  .  .  31  66 
Dr.  J.  S.  Little,  medical  attendance  for  S.  S.  Colby  .  9  75 
"  «  "  "  "  B.  P.  Manning  20  50 
John  Small,  coffin  for  B.  P.  Manning  .  .  .  12  00 
Mrs.  M.  Whipple,  Jan.  1,  1872  to  Nov.  30,  board,  at- 
tendance and  burial  .  .  .  .  s  .  .  182  00 
W.  S.  Kidder,  April,  1872,   attendance   and  burial   of 

Stinson  boy 37  75 

D.  M.  Taggart,  paid  board  of  Mrs.  W.  Stinson  and 

boy,  (County  Farm) 33  78 

R.   Pattee,   house  rent  for  Stinson   and    family,  and 

wood,  &c.    ..-.'.         •                 •  15  00 
D.  M.  Taggart,  paid  board  at  County  Farm  for  Phoebe 

Worthley     ...                 ...  115  80 


D.  M.  Taggart,  paid  board  at  County  Farm  for  T.  R. 

Worthley $104  34 

John  L.  Cheney,  for  board  of  Susan   Hardy   1^  years, 

and  burial     ........         260  44 

Ida  and  Mary  Morrison,  for  board   of  Mrs.  Kittridge 

1  year 104  00 

Albert  Noyes,  for  Nelson  Sargent,  board  and  burial  65  00 

E.  Richards,  coffins  for  Nelson  Sargent  and  Stinson 

boy 20  00 

A.  and  J.  Addison,  board  and  clothing  of  Jona.  Hasel- 

ton's  boy,  1871 84  38 

A.  and  J.  Addison,  board  and  clothing  of  Jona.  Hasel 

ton's  boy,  1872 25  00 

Dr.  A.  F.  Carr,  medical  attendance  on  Mrs.  Gould       .  3  50 

"       "       "       medical  attendance  on  Joseph  George 

and  Stinson  boy   .         .         .         .         .         .         .  32  25 

Whipple  &  Kimball,  Mrs.  Foster,  County  charge         .  37  50 

John   Richardson,   for    Henry    Richardson,    County 

charge 52  00 

J.  G.  Carr,  for  Miss  Mitchell,  County  charge        .         .  24  50 

Dr.  Daniel  Little,  medical  attendance  on  Miss  Mitchell 
Alfred  Story,  wood  and  provisions  for  A.  F.  Day        .  17  82 

"  "       goods  and  provisions  for  Wm.  Stinson 

and  family    ........  38  30 

Wm.  Cunningham,  for  board  of  Marzella  Merrill,  1871  20  00 


MISCELLANEOUS  EXPENSES. 

Campbell  &  Hamscom,  check  lists,  orders  and  blank 

notes,  reports,  &c,  1872                 .         .         .         .  $66  50 

P.  H.  Pattee,  water  tub  and  guide  board,  1871     .         .  4  00 
T.  R.  Butterfield  and  K.  Kenda+1,  making  town  report 

Mar.  1872 4  00 

E.  P.  Roberts,  repairing  grave  yard  fence  at  center      .    .         1  00 

J.-  W.  Tin-ell,  water  tub  up  to  April  1873     .                 .  3  00 

Wm.  H.  Fisk,  books,  stationery  aud  tax  bills       .         .  22  51 
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P.  C.  Cheney,  damage  to  carriage 

C.  M.  Stevens,  oil  and  lighting  center  bridge 

John  Whitney,  coffin  stools  .... 

"         "  damage  to  sleigh  in  bridge 

"         "  digging  3  graves  and  repairing  grave 

yard  fence 

Morrison  &  Stanley,  attorneys  on  Bowen's  suit  1871 

N.  and  R.  McLane,  doors  for  town  house  1870     . 

Andrew  McDougall,  water  tub  1872 

R.  S.  Livingstone,  oil  and  lighting  west  bridge 

H.  J.  Tirreli,  services  as  Selectman  after  settling  with 

auditor  1872 

Jesse  Carr,  water  tub  ..... 

David  Elliott     " 

Gilman    Plummer,  money  due  from  district  No.    15 

1871     ....         

G.  F.'  Farley,  repairs  on  school  house  in  district  No.  7 
Andrew  McDougall,  school  house  tax  "         "        "     4 
C.  K.  Pierce,  damage  done  to  sheep  by  dogs 
Gilman  Robinson,  "  "  "  .         . 

J.  B.  Pattee,  "'  "  "  . 

James  Buxton,  u  "  "  .         . 

E.  Richards,  collecting  $9,132  30,  1872      . 

<k  "  'expenses  on  the  war  reimburse- 

ment funds        .         . 


$5  00 
8  50 

5  00 
10  00 

16  75 
16  00 

6  00 
3  00 

45  62 

16  00 
3  00 
3  00 

50  00 

60  00 
400  00 

16  00 
8  00 

15  00 

18  00 
136  84 

15  00 


PAID  TOWN  NOTES  AND  INTEREST. 

1872. 

March  29,  H.  G.  Tewksbury        .         .         .         .         .  $835  54 

April    13,  Mary  Smith,  3  notes 272  37 

May        6,  Mrs.  A.  Burnham,  interest           .         .         .  49  44 

4,  Rhoda  Richards,          "  21  00 

July       1,  Sally  E.  Burnham        .  *      .         .         .         .  45  44 

Aug.      1,  G.  W.  Parker,  notes  and  interest         .         .      1,656  00 

24,  A.  F.  Carr,  interest     .         .         .      •  .         .'  78  00 

Sept.      2,  David  Steele,  note  and  interest  .         .         .  104  20 

20,  Lucinda  L.  Hadley,             "  21  83 


June    22,  John  Butterfield,  and  interest     . 

Nov.       5,  Eliphalet  Jones,  on  note     . 

Dec.     14,  Luther  Hadley,  interest 

24,  J.  B.  Hoyt,  note  and  interest 

24,  David  Steele,  interest 
1873. 

Jan.        4,  G.  W.  Parker,  note  and  interest 

1,       "  "        paid  note  dated  Jan.  1 

Feb.     15,  David  Steele,  on  note  dated  Nov.  1,  1869 

20,  Chas.  Morgrage,  interest    . 

22,  Warren  Harriman,  heirs,  2  notes 

March    1,  David  S.  Ferson 


$20  28 

64  50 

60   00 

184  00 

102  00 

136  57 

1,032  20 

869 

500  00 

48  00 

1,041  00 

327  32 

ABATEMENT  OF  TAXES. 

Rodney  Johnson,. Collector,  1867  and  1868 

E.  Richards'  tax  list,  1871  and  1872 
S.  W.  Little,  1871,  on  town  note 
Julia  Little,  1871,  tax  on  town  note 
Owen  "Webber,  taxed  in  Bedford 
iNahara  Baldwin,  over  70     . 
Sally  Harriman,  heirs  over-taxed 
S.  J.  Merrill, 

F.  H.  Phillips,  exemption  tax 
J.  B.  Jones,  over-taxed 
Chas.  Morgrage,  Collector,  1869  and  3870 


$106  01 

227  11 

4  47 

16  06 

2  67 

1  33 

10  00 

10  00 

6  65 

10  00 

106  07 


SCHOOL  MONEY 


District  No.  1,  Kendrick  Kendall 

.       1701  40 

"             2,  Frank  Pierce 

70  54 

"         '  3,  Leonard  Robinson 

138  17 

"             4,  A.  J.  Hazzen 

94'  60 

"             5,  Giltnan  Plummer 

185  66 

isrtic 

;  No.  6,  N.  H.  Merrill 

$55  23 

u 

7,  Nathan  Steams    . 

118  30 

a 

8,  Chas.  W.  Cheney,  Jr. 

96  97 

K 

9,  Alfred  Poor  .                .     •  ' 

195  80 

a 

10,  David  Pattee 

165  38 

u 

11,  E.  L.  Johonnett  . 

179  56 

u 

12,  J.  C.  Mclntire      . 

59  89 

NOTES  OUTSTANDING  MARCH  1,  1873. 


Alvira  Woodbury 
Lucinda  L.  Hadley 

Horace  Richards 
Julia  A.  Warren 
G.  W.  Parker  '   . 

U  Li 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Parker 
L.  A.  Warren 
Rhocla  Richards 
Sally  Burnham    . 
Elizabeth  A.  Richards 
Abbie  Burnham  . 

Miss  Sarah  Harriman  . 
N.  J.  Warren 

Mrs.  Chas.  George 
Lucy  Hadley 

a  it 

Alfred  Story 
Chas.  Morgrage,  2  notes 
Mrs.  Sally  Parker,  3  notes 
James  Jones 
Mrs.  H.  W.  Black 
David  Steele 
Chas.  George 
Eliphalet  Jones   . 
Julia  A.  Little     .  ' 


$62  25 
1,540  25 
261  21 
410  00 
508  41 

200  00 
1,340  08 

404  00 
253  30 
368  84 

416  00 
397  19 
422  00 
502  27 
176  75 

417  76 
480  47 
213  74 

1,524  39 
808  00 

1,112  82 
750  65 
122  67 

1,234  00 
133  83 

201  90 
1,213  42 


Julia  A.  Little 
Nathaniel  Hadley 

u  a 

Artemus  Whitney,  2  notes 
J.  B.  Pattee,  2  notes    . 
John  Ferson 


S.  W.  Little 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Bumham 
Thomas  L.  Poor  . 
John  ButterSeld 
E.  Richards 
Haniet  Kidder    . 
James  Barr 
Mai-y  A.  Edwards 
Thomas  R.  Hoyt 
Cyrene  Sargent    . 
Luther  Hadley,  2  notes 


$1,136  13 

1,069  17 

180  31 

753  67 

2,390  58 

303  70 

205  20 

568  99 

1,680  24 

89   57 

316  95 

404  73 

2,130  46 

876  50 

217  25 

190  94 

1,210  45 

1,015  00 

130,520  95 


TOWN  OFFICERS'  BILLS. 


Daniel  M.  Taggart,  Selectman     . 

$175  00 

Calvin  Wyman                 " 

50  00 

G.  F.  Farley 

55  00 

Frank  B.  Flanders,  Town  Clerk  . 

45  67 

David  R.  Belcher,  Treasurer 

60  00 

E.  Richards,  Collector          .         .     '    . 

136  84 

S.  L.  Gerould,  S.  S.  Committee 

32  85 

J.  W.  Poland     "           "... 

32  00 

Auditors'  bill  for  1872,  T.  R.  Butterfield 

2  00 

"     G.  P.  Hadley 

2  00 

TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

David  R.  Belcher,  Treasurer  of  Goflstown  1872,  Dr. 

To  amount  received  of  former  Treasurer      .         .         .       $127  49 
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By    State  tax 

County  tax     . 
Orders  paid.  . 

Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands     . 


of  E.  Richards,  Collector  for  1871 

and  1972 

. 

$10,355  00 

C.  Morgrage,  Collector  1869 

and 

1870      . 

355  79 

for  railroad  tax 

. 

478  35 

Literary  fund 

o 

154  00 

Savings  bank  tax 

2,154  22 

of  Selectmen,  money 

borrowed 

1,501  00 

of  County     . 

119  08 

of  interest  on  State  bonds     . 

834  00 

for  use  of  town  hall 

(net) 

47  60 

Or. 

$16,253  63 

. 

$1,635  00 

. 

1,031 

37 

12,841 

28 

$15,507  65 

$745  98 


AUDITOR'S  REPORT. 

Notes  and  interest  due  from  the  town  March  1,  1873 
Less  amount  due  from   C.  Morgrage,  Col  • 

lector  for  1869  and  1870     .         .         .  $49  61 
Due  from  E.  Richards,  Collector  for  1871 

and  1872 3,252  10 

Money  in  Treasurer's  hands       .                  .  745  98 

State  bonds        .         .         .      '   .         .         .  13,972  22 


,520  95 


Indebtedness  of  the  town, 


-$18,019  91 
.2,501  04 


The  undersigned  have  examined  carefully  all  the  books  and  ac 
counts  of  the  Treasurer  and  Selectmen  for  the  year  ending  March 
1,  1873,  and  find  them  correct  and  satisfactory  vouchers  tor  all  or- 
ders drawn  on  the  Treasurer. 

T.  R.  BUTTERFIELD. 
GEORGE  P.  HADLEY, 

Auditors. 


SCHOOL    REPORT. 


In  compliance  with  the  statute,  your  Committee  would  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  report  : 

District  No.  1 — Village. 

The  long  talked  of  union  between  this  and  district  No.  13  has 
been  consummated,  during  the  past  year.  This  is  a  great  step  in 
advance  for  the  cause  of  education  in  the  place,  as  an  influence  for 
good,  will,  in  time,  necessarily  go  out  from  this  to  other  districts. 
Some  difficulty  was  found  in  locating  the  school  house  for  the  dis- 
trict thus  enlarged,  and  the  county  commissioners  were  called  up- 
on to  settle  the  matter.  If  their  decision  was  not  satisfactory  to 
all  concerned,  it  must  be  remembered  that  all  could  not  be  satis- 
fied, and  that  it  is  better  to  have  a  good  school  house  and  school 
in  any  part  of  the  district  than  to  have  inferior  privileges  in  a 
more  central  location.  It  is  expected  that  the  school  house  will 
be  erected  during  the  coming  season,  as  the  money  has  been  voted 
and  the  committee  appointed  ;  and  it  is  confidently  predicted 
that  in  five  years  not  a  half  dozen  voters  can  be  found  within  the 
district  that  would  have  it  restored  to  its  original  condition. 

The  summer  term  (in  old  No.  1,)  was  taught  by  Miss  Mary  M. 
Lufkin.  She  had  had  several  terms  experience  as  a  teacher  in 
other  towns,  but  this  was  her  first  in  this  place.  She  labored  dili- 
gently and  faithfully  ;  was  loved  by  her  scholars,  and,  so  far  as  I 
know,  had  the  confidence  of  the  parents.  If  she  failed  in  any- 
thing, it  was  in  enthusiasm,  and  yet  your  committee  is  unable  to 
see  how  very  much  enthusiasm  could  be  awakened  in  such  a  school 
house. 

Miss  Josie  Pattee  taught  the  summer  school  on  the  north  side 
of  the  river' (old  No.  13).     As  the  house  when;  she  taught  is  uev- 
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er  to  be  used  again  for  educational  purposes,  nothing  need  be 
said  about  it  ;  but  a  great  deal  might  be  said  of  Miss  Pattee's  pa- 
tience and  earnestness  and  endurance ;  and  of  the  endurance  of 
her  pupils  also.  She  had  a  wonderfully  good  school  considering 
all  the  discouraging  circumstances  by  which  she  was  sourrounded. 
For  the  Winter  school,  the  scholars  were  all  brought  together 
into  the  town  house, — Mr.  B.  N.  Merrill  having  charge  ot  the 
higher  department,  with  Miss  Josie  Pattee  as  his  assistant,  and 
Miss  Annie  L.  Thayer  having  charge  of  the  primary  department. 
The  scholars  were  necessarily  somewhat  crowded,  but  all  the  in- 
conveniences were  more  than  made  up  by  the  excellence  of  the 
school.  There  was  an  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  teachers  and 
scholars  that  is  seldom  found  in  our  country  schools.  Music  and 
gymnastics  were  introduced,  both  new  features  in  this  place,  but 
which  have  long  been  practiced  in  city  schools.  In  taking  the 
school  as  he  did,  Mr.  Merrill  assumed  a  very  heavy  burden,  for 
which  he  received  no  adequate  compensation,  but  he  has  proved 
unmistakably  that  he  knows  how  to  keep  as  well  as  how  to  teach 
school.  The  other  teachers  are  also  deserving  much  credit  for 
their  exertions  and  success.  Owing  to  the  crowded  condition  of 
the  school,  penmanship  could  not  be  attended  to. 

District  No.  2 — Mountain. 

Both  Summer  and  Winter  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  Arabella 
L.  Johnson.  The  smallness  of  this  school — only  eight  scholars — 
makes  it  very  undesirable  for  a  teacher,  as  it  is  next  to  impossible 
to  awaken  any  enthusiasm  ;  and  yet  Miss  Johnson  has  labored  so 
faithfully  that,  with  all  her  discouragements,  she  has  succeeded  in 
leading  the  scholars  along  farther  than  they  had  been  for  a  long 
time.  There  must  have  been  heroic  endurance  the  past  Winter 
on  the  part  of  both  teacher  and  scholars,  on  account  of  the  cold 
weather  and  the  condition  of  the  school  house.  Your  committee 
hope  it  will  not  be  permitted  to  remain  in  its  present  condition 
longer.  We  understand  that  it  was  voted  at  the  last  meeting  to 
repair  it,  but  for  some  reason  nothing  more  was  done  about  it. 
If  the  plan  of  uniting  it  with  some  other  district  is  entertained, 
it  would  not  be  well,  perhaps,  to  expend  much  upon  the  house, 
but  if  no  such  thought  is  entertained,  it  should,  at  once,  be  put 
into  a  comfortable  condition. 
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District  No.  3 — Shirley  Hill. 

Miss  Mary  Campbell,  teacher  for  both  terms,  and  one  of  our 
very  best  teachers.  She  has  succeeded  so  well  in  this  district, 
that  your  committee  hope  an  effort  may  be  made  to  retain  her 
services  next  year.  A  good  teacher  is  cheap  at  any  reasonable 
price,  and  the  employment  of  the  same  good  teacher,  term  after 
term,  is  worth  a  third  more  to  a  school  than  to  get  another  who 
is  equally  as  good,  but  who  has  had  no  previous  experience  in  that 
school.  We  wish  to  particularly  commend  the  writing  books  in 
this  school.  It  is  seldom  we  witness  such  pains-taking  and  such 
success.  The  district  is  worthy  of  commendation  for  setting  out 
trees  around  the  school  house  lot.  In  a  few  years  this  will  add 
greatly  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  place.  Other  districts  would 
do  well  to  follow  this  example.  If  the  district  will  now  provide  a 
hitching  post  on  the  south  side  ot  the  school  house,  all  future 
superintending  committees  will  feel  under  obligations  to  them. 

District  No.  4. 

The  Summer  term  of  the  school  in  this  district  was  eleven 
weeks  in  length,  and  was  taught  by  Miss  Ella  J.  Topliff.  There 
were  16  scholars  in  the  school,  and  the  constant  attendance  secured 
an  average  of  15.  There  are  some  very  good  scholars  in  this 
school,  and  all  of  them  have  made  commendable  progress.  It  is 
worthy  of  special  notice,  that  this  small  school  had  a  good  class 
of  eight  in  history. 

Between  the  Summer  and  Winter  terms,  the  school  house  was 
moved  in  farther  from  the  road,  and  was  so  thoroughly  remodeled 
inside  and  outside,  as  to  virtually  make  a  new  house  of  it.     The 
desks  and  seats  are  of  the  most  approved  pattern.     It  is  now  the 
best  school  house  in  town. 

There  was  a  private  school  in  the  Fall  of  eight  weeks,  taught 
by  Miss  N.  Amanda  Wymau.  The  amount  expended  not  re. 
ported. 

The  Winter  term  of  ten  weeks  was  also  taught  by  Miss  Topliff. 
The  scholars  have  been  quite  regular  in  attendance,  considering 
the  severe  weather  and  bad  travelino-. 

This  district  has  a  good  share  of  school  money,  and  also  a  good, 
convenient  school  house.  With  a  good  teacher,  and  diligence  on 
the  part  of  the  scholars,  a  marked  improvement  may  be  expected 
in  the  future. 
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District  No.  5. 

The  Summer  terra  of  the  school  in  this  district  was  taught  by- 
Miss  Mary  E.  Tuttle,  and  was  her  first  school.  Miss  T.  speaks  of 
her  school  as  being  a  pleasant  one,  and  commends  the  interest 
manifested  by  the  scholars  hi  their  studies.  Mention  is  made  of 
three  scholars  in  the  school  who  had  not  been  absent  a  day.  Two 
of  those  three  had  never  been  tardy.  Whole  number  of  scholars 
attending  school,  20,  average,  18. 

The  Winter  term  of  this  school  was  taught  by  Miss  May  F . 
Luf  kin.  The  traveling  has  been  bad  during  the  Winter.  Whole 
number  of  scholars  attending  school  this  term,  30,  average  at- 
tendance, 23.  There  was  more  tardiness  recorded  in  the  Winter, 
than  in  the  Summer  term,  for  which  bad  traveling  accounts. 

District  No.  6. 

This  district,  which  some  twenty -five  years  ago  was  a  new  one, 
with  a  nice  new  house,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  enterprising  schol- 
ars to  give  it  a  place  among  the  first  of  our  schools,  has,  of  late 
years,  gone  far  into  the  rear.  The  school  house  has  been  suffered 
to  become  a  dilapidated  concern,  and  the  number  of  scholars  has 
dwindled  down  so  low  that  it  seems  to  be  a  waste  of  money  to 
continue  a  school  in  the  district.  It  ought  to  be  joined  with 
district  No.  9,  and  the  united  district  should  have  a  graded  school. 

The  Summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Eliza  W.  Stevens  and 
was  her  first  experience  in  teaching.  Miss  S.  was  faithful,  but 
had  the  discouragements  attending  a  small  school.  The  whole 
number  of  scholars  was  16,  but  the  average  was  but  10.  What 
heart  could  a  teacher  have  to  labor  for  the  improvement  of  her 
scholars,  where  in  a  school  averaging  10,  there  were  24  instances 
of  dismissal,  and  86  of  tardiness  ? 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Ella  J.  Merrill,  and  was  7 
weeks  in  length.  The  number  of  scholars  was  reduced  so  low  as 
to  leave  but  seven  scholars  in  the  whole  district,  3  of  whom  did 
not  attend  school.  Whdi  the  four  scholars  attending  school,  there 
were  19  cases  of  tardiness,  and  4  of  dismissal.  The  coat  of  tui- 
tion of  each  scholar  was  $1.62  per  week,  fuel  not  included. 

The  scholars  have  made  good  improvement  in  reading,  spelling 
and  geography.  Both  teacher  and  scholars  are  to  be  commended 
for  patience  in  their  loneliness. 
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District  No.  7. 

The  Summer  term  consisted  of  ten  weeks,  and  was  taught  by 
Miss  Hattie  A.  Simonds  of  Dunbarton.  This  school  consists  of  a 
fine  set  of  orderly  and  studious  scholars.  Miss  S.  is  a  good  teach- 
er, and  by  the  pleasant  co-operation  of  her  scholars,  she  succeeded 
in  haviog  an  agreeable  and  profitable  term. 

During  the  vacation  between  the  Summer  and  Winter  term,  the 
school  house  was  remodeled  inside,  by  removing  the  long  seats 
and  forms,  and  putting  in  new  seats  and  desks  much  more  con- 
venient than  the  former  arrangement.  Other  improvements  were 
also  made.     Expense  of  repairs,  sixty  dollars. 

The  Winter  term  of  twelve  weeksj  was  taught  by  Mr.  Chas.  M, 
Keniston  of  Manchester,  a  graduate  of  the  1ST.  H.  Normal  School. 
Mr.  K.  is  a  very  accurate  scholar,  and  knows  how  to  impart  his 
knowledge  to  his  pupils.  The  first  visit  of  the  committee  found 
the  school  well  classed,  the  teacher  entering  upon  his  work  with 
enthusiam,  and  the  scholars  manifesting  a  lively  interest  in  their 
studies.  Such  a  beginning  promised  well,  and  the  examination  at 
the  close  of  the  term  amply  sustained  the  promise  of  the  begin- 
ning. The  scholars  in  their  recitations  gave  evidence  of  tho- 
rough drill,  a  credit  alike  to  teacher  and  scholar.  The  reading  on 
examination  day  was  excellent.  The  perfect  order  maintained  in 
school  hours,  is  deserving  of  the  highest  commendation. 

District  No.  8. 

The  Summer  term  of  twelve  weeks  was  taught  by  Miss  Myra 
Worthley,  it  being  her  second  term.  Miss  W.  has  well  earned  a 
good  reputation  in  this  school  as  a  teacher.  Her  report  of  the 
school  in  the  register  is  a  just  one,  and"  reflects  great  credit  both 
upon  herself  and  her  scholars.  The  scholars  loved  their  teacher, 
as  could  be  seen  in  the  great  order  preserved  in  the  school-room, 
the  progress  made  in  their  studies,  and  the  nice  present  made  to 
the  teacher  by  the  scholars  at  the  close. 

Miss.  W.  possesses  the  qualities  to  make  a  popular  teacher. 

The  Winter  term  of  six  weeks  was  taught  by  Mr.  Charles  H. 
Hamnv.n.  It  was  a  pity  that  the  school  could,  not  have  been  of 
longer  duration,  for  it  had  an  excellent  teacher,  who  was  not  only 
well  qualified  to  teach  the  branches  required,  but  also  poss  essed 
the  aptness  to  teach,  and  the  enthusiasm  in  his  work,  which  will 
give  success. 
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In  the  progress  made  by  the  scholars  in  their  studies,  in  secur- 
ing the  services  of  two  good  teachers,  and  in  the  harmony  that 
has  prevailed  in  the  district,  certainly  District  No.  8  has  cause  for 
congratulation. 

District  No.  9. 

The  Summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  N.  Amanda  Wyman, 
whose  reputation  as  an  efficient  and  thorough  teacher  needs  no 
endorsement.  The  school  is  large,  and  the  studies  pursued  were 
many,  but  there  was  good  progress  made.  The  reading  of  the 
larger  classes  was  very  fine,  showing  that  special  attention  had 
been  paid  to  this  important  branch  of  learning.  There  was  but 
one  scholar  that  recited  in  history.  It  seems  desirable  that  among 
so  many  large  scholars  as  are  found  in  this  school,  more  of  them 
should  give  attention  to  history,  unless  they  are  already  versed  in 
it. 

The  76  instances  of  tardiness,  and  48  of  dismissal,  are  too 
many  for  the  best  interests  of  the  school. 

The  Winter  term  of  twelve  weeks,  was  taught  by  Miss  Mary  J. 
George,  of  Wakefield,  Mass.  Miss  G.  is  a  most  thorough  scholar 
herself  and  possesses  a  peculiar  aptness  in  imparting  instruction. 
The  people  of  this  district  have  shown  a  due  appreciation  of  her 
services  by  securing  them  lor  so  long  a  time.* 

The  school  is  quite  too  large  for  one  teacher,  and  should  have 
two  departments. 

The  good  order  of  the  school  is  deserving  of  much  praise. 

District  No.  10 — Pattee  Hill. 

Summer  term  taught  by  Miss  Lizzie  J.  Taylor.  This  was  a 
successful  school.  Good  onder  and  good  recitations  characterized 
it  on  both  occasions  that  it  was  visited.  The  teacher  evidently 
was  faithful  and  dilligent,  and  she  secured  the  confidence  of  her 
pupils  as  well  as  of  the  parents.  The  parents  in  this  district  are 
to  be  commended  for  the  interest  they  take  in  their  schools,  as 
manifested  by  their  visiting  them. 

Winter  term  taught  by  Mr.  Daniel  Jameson.  This  was  by  no 
means  an  unprofitable  school,  and  yet  it  was  not  as  successful  as 
could  be  desired.     Longer  experience  will  doubtless  convince  the 

*  This  being  the  fourth  term  of  her  teaching  in  the  district. 
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teacher  that  it  is  a  very  unwise  plan  to  allow  all,  or  as  many  of  a 
class  as  chose,  to  answer  questions  in  concert.  Independent 
scholars  are  not  made  in  this  way.  And  yet  we  must  confess  that 
we  seldom  saw  this  practice  pursued  when  all  the  members  of  the 
classes  seemed  so  generally  to  take  part  in  the  recitation,  as  here. 
The  order  was  not  quite  so  good  as  is  desirable. 

District  No.  11 — Parker's. 

This  district  is  united  with  one  of  the  New  Boston  districts  for 
school  purposes,  much  to  the  advantage  of  both  ;  as,  during  last 
year  this  had  in  consequence  ten  weeks  additional  of  school,  while 
the  New  Boston  district  had  twenty  weeks  more  ot  school. 

Miss  Annie  L.  Thayer  taught  the  Summer  and  Fall  terms,  and 
succeeded  in  winning  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  both  pupils 
and  parents.  The  second  term  was  a  decided  improvement  over 
the  first,  though  both  terms  witnessed  a  commendable  progress  in 
study. 

Miss  Emma  Jones,  teacher  winter  term — her  first  experience. 
It  has  seldom  been  our  pleasure  to  examine  a  new  teacher,  who 
was  as  thorough  as  she,  and  seldom  does  a  beginner  so  impress  us, 
as  she  did,  that  she  was  to  make  a  superior  teacher.  Nor  have 
our  impressions  deceived  us,  though  it  is  evident  that  experience 
will  teach  her  some  important  lessons.  The  school  was  in  excel- 
lent order  at  every  visit  we  made,  and  the  lessons  showed  that  the 
teacher  was  satisfied  with  nothing  short  of  thoroughness.  But 
the  school  house  showed  that  violent  hands  had  been  laid  upon  it. 
From  what  has  been  heard  as  well  as  seen,  the  only  fault  that 
could  be  found,  was  a  lack  of  dignity  on  the  part  of  the  teacher 
at  intermissions  and  recesses. 

This  district  ought  not  to  suffer  their  school  house  to  remain 
longer  in  its  present  dilapidated  condition.  It  should  be  entirely 
remodeled — receiving  a  new,  level  floor,  new  windows,  new  seats 
facing  the  same  way,  and  such  other  improvements  as  the  district 
chooses  to  make.  Whatever  else  is  neglected,  the  above  should  be 
attended  to  at  once.  New  plastering,  a  new  entrance,  new  clap- 
boards, new  paint  and  new  blinds,  would  add  to  the  value  of  the 
property  in  the  district  many  fold  their  cost. 
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District  No.  12— Page  Hill. 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Mclntire,  teacher,  summer  and  winter.  .  A  better 
teacher  for  this  school  could  hardly  have  been  found.  It  had 
been  many  years  since  she  had  taught,  but  she  had  not  forgotten 
her  old  experience.  Some  of  the  excellent  features  of  the  olden 
time  schools,  that  have  been  discarded  so  long  that  many  have  for- 
gotten them,  were  introduced  by  her.  I  think  we  are  safe  in 
saying  we  never  saw  a  school  of  this  size,  (an  average  attendance 
of  only  seven)  that  appeared  so  well. 

Your  committee  cannot  but  feel,  however,  that  it  is  a  great  waste 
to  continue  this  district.  In  our  opinion  it  could  be  united  with 
others  greatly  to  its  advantage. 

REMARKS. 

The  attention  of  Prudential  Committees  is  called  to  the  follow- 
ing, from  Chap.  V.  sec.  18,  Digest  of  School  Laws  :  "Every 
teacher,  at  the  close  of  his  school,  and  at  the  end  of  each  term 
thereof,  shall  make  a  return  of  such  Register  or  record  to  the 
school  committee  of  the  town,  who  shall  give  to  him  a  certificate 
thereof;  and  no  teacher  shajl  receive  pay  for  his  services  until  such 
certificate  is  produce  and  delivered  to  the  Prudential  Committee." 


LIST  OF  TEXT  BOOKS. 

Reading — Hillard's  Series,  introduced  1869. 

Spelling — Town  &  Holbrook's  Series,  introduced  1869. 

Writing — Payson,  Dunton  &  Scribner,  "         1870. 

Arithmetic — Greenleafs  Series,  "         1871. 

Geography — Warren's         "  "         1872. 

Grammar — Quackenbos'  Primary  and  Common  School. 

Guyot's  Geography,  while  it  has  many  friends,  seemed  not 
adapted  to  our  schools,  and  after  comparing  five  or  six  different 
series  submitted  for  our  examination,  we  independently  arrived  at; 
the  conclusion  that  Warren's  was  the  best,  and  therefore  intro- 
duced it. 

J.  W.  POLAND. 
S.  L.  GEROULD. 
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Having  recently  added  a  large  amount  of 

1W  JOBBING  TIPES  IB  MATERIALS 


to  our  former  outfit,  we  are  now  better  than  ever  pre- 
pared to  execute 

3^vefy  variety  of  fVi^trq^ 

SUCH  AS 

TOWN  REPORTS,       CATALOGUES,       BY-LAWS, 
POSTERS,  AUCTION  BILLS,    HANDBILLS, 

BUSINESS  CARDS,    BALL  CARDS,  ETC,  ETC. 

And  every  kind  of  work  usually  done  in  a  printing  office. 

Using  the  best  of  material,  and  employing  none 
but  first-class  workmen,  we  feel  safe  in  guarantee- 
ing satisfaction  to  all  who.  may  favor  us  with  their 
patronage. 


CAMPBELL  &  HANSCOM,  Proprietors. 


